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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the judicial considerations in corruption cases involving land use rights in 

Indonesia, focusing on Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018. Utilizing a normative 
juridical and empirical approach, the research analyzes the legal aspects of land use rights and 

the protection of land rights holders. The case highlights the legal challenges arising from the 

issuance of land use rights certificates without proper government release, emphasizing the 

importance of legal compliance and accountability. The Supreme Court's decision to reject the 

review petition underscores the defendant's culpability in causing financial harm to the state 
through unlawful actions. This analysis contributes to the discourse on land law and anti-

corruption efforts, highlighting the need for comprehensive legal reforms to enhance transparency 
and accountability in land transactions. 
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Introduction 
The objective of this study is to analyze the judicial considerations in corruption cases related to land use 

rights in Indonesia, focusing specifically on Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018. Land law and 

property rights are critical issues in Indonesia, where land ownership and usage are often intertwined with complex 

socio-political dynamics and significant economic interests (Djaja & Mardani, 2020; Setiabudhi et al., 2019; 

Thorburn, 2004). As the fourth most populous country in the world, Indonesia faces unique challenges in managing 

land resources, which are vital for its economic development and social stability (Harahap et al., 2017; Putri et al., 

2021; Suryadi et al., 2021).  

The Basic Agrarian Law, enacted in 1960, along with subsequent regulations, aims to provide a 

comprehensive framework for land ownership and use. These laws are designed to ensure equitable access to land, 

promote sustainable land use, and prevent the concentration of land ownership (Estradivari et al., 2022; Feder, 

1987; Yusrizal & Lubis, 2018;(Alam et al., 2019). However, the implementation of these laws often encounters 

significant challenges, particularly in the context of corruption (Pratama & Defrizal, 2024). Corruption in land use 

rights can lead to illegal land acquisitions, disputes over land ownership, and the marginalization of vulnerable 

communities, ultimately undermining public trust in the legal system and governance (Antonio et al., 2021; 

Lambert, 2021; Notess et al., 2021; Sakib et al., 2022). 

This study seeks to fill a gap in the literature by examining how legal frameworks are applied in judicial 

decisions concerning land use rights and corruption. Despite the critical importance of land issues in Indonesia, 

the intersection of land law, property rights, and corruption has not been extensively explored in existing research 

(Kirnasari et al., 2021; Larasati & Sujadi, 2021; Ramadhani, 2021; Setiabudhi et al., 2019). Previous studies have 

largely focused on the socio-economic impacts of land corruption or the effectiveness of anti-corruption measures, 

without delving deeply into the judicial processes and considerations that shape outcomes in these cases (Lambert, 

2021; Manji, 2012; Warf, 2017). 

By analyzing Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018, this research aims to understand the 

judicial reasoning and legal principles applied in corruption cases related to land use rights. The study will explore 

how judges interpret and apply existing legal frameworks in the context of land-related corruption, providing 

insights into the complexities and challenges faced by the judiciary in such cases. Through this analysis, the 

research intends to contribute to the broader discourse on land law, property rights, and anti-corruption efforts in 

Indonesia, offering recommendations for strengthening legal mechanisms and improving transparency and 



 

 

accountability in land governance. This study's findings are expected to inform policymakers, legal practitioners, 

and scholars about the intricacies of judicial decision-making in corruption cases, highlighting areas for potential 

reform and improvement. 

 

Methodology 

This study employs a normative juridical and empirical approach to analyze the legal aspects of land use 

rights and the protection of land rights holders. The normative juridical method involves examining legal 

documents, including laws, regulations, and court decisions, to understand the legal framework governing land 

use rights (Citra & Bokings, 2022; Setiabudhi et al., 2019). The empirical approach involves analyzing the facts 

and circumstances of the case under review, particularly the Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018. 

This decision is scrutinized to understand the judicial considerations and legal reasoning applied by the 

court (Djaja & Mardani, 2020; Larasati & Sujadi, 2021).The study also considers the broader socio-political 

context in which these legal principles are applied, allowing for a comprehensive analysis of the case. This 

methodological approach ensures that the study is both valid and reliable, providing a robust analysis of the legal 

issues at hand. 

Result and Discussion 

a. Results 
 The Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018 involves a corruption case concerning the 

issuance of a land use rights certificate. This case highlights several critical issues in the application of land law 

and anti-corruption measures in Indonesia. The court's decision to reject the review petition by the convicted 

individual underscores the importance of legal accountability in cases involving public resources and interests. In 

reaching its decision, the court focused on several key considerations. First, it examined the legality of the land 

use rights certificate issuance, noting that the land in question had not been properly released by the government. 

This underscores a significant issue in land law enforcement, where procedural lapses can lead to legal disputes 

and corruption. The court emphasized the necessity for strict adherence to legal procedures in land transactions to 

prevent misuse and corruption. 

 Additionally, the court considered the impact of the defendant's actions on public interest and state finances. 

The unauthorized transfer of land use rights was deemed to have caused financial harm to the state, a critical factor 

in the court's decision to uphold the conviction. This reflects the broader legal principle that public resources must 

be managed transparently and accountably, which is a cornerstone of anti-corruption efforts. 

 

b. Discussion 
  The Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018 has significant implications for land law and anti-

corruption efforts in Indonesia. It reinforces the importance of legal compliance in land transactions and highlights 

the judiciary's critical role in upholding the rule of law. This case underscores the challenges faced by the legal 

system in addressing corruption, particularly in sectors with complex regulatory frameworks like land law (Djaja 

& Mardani, 2020; Setiabudhi et al., 2019). The decision points to the need for comprehensive legal reforms to 

address gaps in the existing legal framework. While the Basic Agrarian Law provides a foundation for land 

ownership and use, its implementation is often hindered by bureaucratic inefficiencies and corruption (Estradivari 

et al., 2022; Yusrizal & Lubis, 2018). Strengthening legal institutions and enhancing transparency in land 

transactions are critical steps toward overcoming these challenges (Antonio et al., 2021; Notess et al., 2021). 

  From a theoretical perspective, the case illustrates the intersection of legal principles and socio-political 

dynamics in the application of land law (Harahap et al., 2017; Thorburn, 2004). The court's decision reflects a 

commitment to upholding legal principles while also acknowledging the influence of socio-political factors in 

judicial decision-making. Understanding this interplay is crucial for developing effective legal frameworks that 

can address the complexities of land law and corruption in Indonesia (Kirnasari et al., 2021; Ramadhani, 2021). 

These insights are essential for informing policy reforms and enhancing the effectiveness of anti-corruption 

strategies in the country (Lambert, 2021; Warf, 2017). 

 

Conclusion 



 

 

 This study provides a comprehensive analysis of judicial considerations in corruption cases involving 

land use rights in Indonesia, with a focus on Supreme Court Decision No. 157 PK/Pid.Sus/2018. The decision 

underscores the importance of legal accountability and transparency in land transactions, highlighting the 

challenges faced by the legal system in addressing corruption. By examining the legal and socio-political 

implications of the case, this study contributes to the broader discourse on land law and anti-corruption efforts in 

Indonesia. The findings of this study have significant implications for legal practitioners, policymakers, and 

scholars interested in land law and anti-corruption measures. The study highlights the need for comprehensive 

legal reforms to address gaps in the existing legal framework and enhance transparency in land transactions. Future 

research could explore the impact of these reforms on land law enforcement and anti-corruption efforts, providing 

further insights into the complexities of land law and governance in Indonesia. 
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